
            Notes from Mildenhall Annual Parish Meeting held on 
17th April 2018 at the Jubilee Centre 

1. CHAIRMANS WELCOME 

Cllr Richard Greenfield welcomed everyone to the meeting 

Attendees  

Mildenhall Parish Councillors: 

Cllr Greenfield, Cllr Mrs Bowman, Cllr Shipp, Cllr Roman, Cllr Bloodworth, Cllr Alecock, Cllr Leaman, Cllr 

Lawrence, Cllr Taylor-Balls, Cllr Sulman, Cllr Mrs Gooch-Taylor-Balls, Cllr Mrs Hamill, Cllr Mrs Busuttil, Cllr Mrs 

Bristow. 

Parish Council staff: 

Nicola Glading, Parish clerk, Christina Emmerson, Deputy Parish clerk, Julie Hallett, Administration assistant, 

Marie Rowntree, Administration assistant. 

 Local groups and residents: 

Women`s Institute (3), Royal British Legion, Twinning Assoc., Museum, MCP, Art Forum, Library, Allotments 

Assoc., Sea Cadets, West Row group, Scouts, Football Club and ten residents. 

2. APOLOGIES 

This is not a formal meeting; however, apologies had been received from: Kimberley Pearson (KATS), David 

Wheeler (Mildenhall Community Partnership), MAGPAS (Report was displayed), Mildenhall Parish Charities 

(Report displayed), SARS (Report displayed), Sqn. Ldr. R Fryer (Report on Agenda). 

3. MILDENHALL PARISH COUNCIL – THIS YEAR 

Cllr Bowman told the meeting that the work of the council is done by three committees,  

Amenities and Operations, Establishment & Policy and the Planning Committee.  

Separate groups take on specific areas, Communications & Marketing, Highways; Events 

A & O have had a busy year, among the projects/ programmes initiated or completed were: 

• Playground fencing 

• Tree survey and maintenance  

• Street lighting (with special replacement program for West Row) 

• Cemetery extension at Thetford Road cemetery 
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• New avenue of trees and maintenance programme at Cemetery 

• Allotments 

• River lark Improvements in conjunction with River Lark Catchment Partnership 

E&P has adopted a Treasury Management policy  

The Communications group have designed and built a new improved Mildenhall Parish Council website. 

The Events group were behind the very successful Community Showcase and merry Mildenhall. Lark in the Park 

is back this year. 

Highways saw the need for, initiated and contributed to the pedestrian crossing at Kingsway and are working 

towards improving the disabled parking bays at the marketplace. 

West Suffolk council arranged a well-attended meeting at West Row to look at forming a new parish council. 

Other parishes have become separate entities before and there is a set formula to work by. All will be done in a 

specific order, in accordance with existing legislation, in the coming year, led by West Suffolk. 

In the coming year, Mildenhall parish council are to look at speed awareness initiatives, seats on the bridle path 

at West Row, the War Memorial, further work on the River Lark and continue the Cemetery extension project. 

Cllr Richard Greenfield listed the groups that had received grants from Mildenhall parish council, which included 

Friends of the Library, Mildenhall Town Football Club, MAGPAS, W.I., SARS, West Row Village Foundation, The 

Academy, Art Forum, The Shed, Neighborhood Watch and a Theatre group. 

The Financial Report had been given to each attendee as they arrived. There were no questions. 

Copies of the MPC new newsletter, Mildenhall Matters, were provided. 

4. REPORTS FROM OTHER GROUPS 

Suffolk Police- Inspector M Shipton: Officers are stretched at times; however, the force is still rated as good by 

the assessors. Body cameras, computer tablets and mobile phones have been issued to all staff as appropriate, 

which will improve mobility. Areas of concern have been Ram raids (ATMs) and tool theft from vans. 

RAF Mildenhall: The report from Squadron leader Rick Fryer was read out by Cllr Hamill 

Mildenhall Library: The Library has been brought up to date with the purchase of I pads and associated training.  

Mildenhall Art Forum: 400 people have attended the workshops, producing mini mosaics. Larger works were 

displayed at the meeting. The group has been working with dementia patients at a local home.  

Mildenhall Women’s Institute: The previous group disbanded in 2008. There are over 5,000 females over 18 in 

Mildenhall and it was thought to be a good time to bring the branch back into existence. This has been 

successful, the group meet 10am to 2pm every third Tuesday. 

Mildenhall & District Sea Cadets: The cadets have supported local events, for example, Merry Mildenhall. There 

are 18-20 Cadets and they parade twice a week. Mildenhall Parish Council were thanked for the donation of a 

wall plaque. More committee members are needed. 
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Royal British Legion: Jude price is the new Chairman of Mildenhall RBL. The legion was formed after WWI to 

support returnees and non-returnee’s families. Statistics show that the number of people that have served has 

gone from 1:6 to 1:417. The collection this year at Mildenhall resulted in a magnificent £1.09 for every man, 

woman and child in Mildenhall. Thanks to the volunteers who turn up in all weathers. The Sea Cadets were 

thanked for their Honor Guard presence. 

Twinning Association: The self-funding group has held a garden party, quiz night, Christmas lunch and laid a 

wreath on Remembrance Day. The French visitors to Merry Mildenhall sold out of wine and cheese. The French 

residents had invited the group over for bastille day, but this falls on the same day as Lark in the Park. 

Mildenhall Museum: A blue plaque scheme is ongoing in the town, which will stimulate local interest. On April 

29th. Museum will host “Talkin` bout my generation” and there will be a fundraising Open gardens event in June. 

Excellent coverage has been achieved in the Suffolk Magazine and in What’s On in Suffolk. 

Mildenhall Scouts: This first full year has gone very well. Age group is 5 and a half to 14. Sadly, the group was 

one of six that were burgled, items such as lawnmowers, strimmer were taken. The Hall can be hired. 

Celebrating St Georges day. 

Lark in the Park: will be held July 14th on the Jubilee field. Local bands, acts, groups, activities will be showcased. 

The Sea cadets will manage the parking. There will be lots of activities, a fun day for all ages. 

The Shed: this has needed three coats of Cuprinol but is now ready. Solar panels are to be installed, a bore hole 

has been investigated but the cost is £8k to £10k. The Shed provides people with issues somewhere to go, 

providing a respite for carers. The group has been given 25 fruit trees, these, along with the Christmas trees and 

paving, will form The Orchard. A Wildlife Walk has been created with donated trees. The Shed group are 

planting Buckthorn bushes which attract butterflies. 

Mildenhall Town Football Club: The lease has been signed and the new Gatehouse completed. The Team have 

very smart new strip. New players are being sought. 

Mildenhall Community Partnership: The blue plaques have been ordered, and a pamphlet is being designed; 13 

properties will benefit from this accolade. The Messenger is being produced but is no longer delivered as this is 

too expensive. The Mildenhall in Bloom flower tubs are particularly lovely, special thanks to the businesses and 

volunteers who water them. 

5. QUESTIONS 

Following a break for refreshments- during which much networking went on- the Chairman asked for questions. 

There were two; concerning pot holes and disability parking. Essentially, although the parish council recognize 

the community concerns and actively seek solutions to these issues, both are County matters. County Cllr Louis 

Busuttil gave the County Councils view. Recent extreme weather has resulted in many pot holes throughout the 

County and the budget is limited; they are doing the best they can. The disability parking issue is on-going with 

Mildenhall parish council campaigning for the legally enforceable status of the bays, but this is expensive as it 

involves legal fees. 

There were no questions specifically about the parish council. Cllr Greenfield thanked everyone for attending, 

the evening had proved both informative and enjoyable. 


